Abstract: This contribution focuses on the migrant women's portraits that emerge in the Italian press. This discursive arena is dealt with by paying attention to what is taken for granted in the discourses about migrant women and their reproductive rights and behaviours. The analysis is based on a dataset of 634 newspapers articles, published between June 2005 and July 2012, and include both partisan, non-partisan, and religious press. It highlights the culturalization of migrant women, mainly portrayed as victims, and points to the high risk of xenophobic manipulation and political instrumentalization of migrant women's rights
INTRODUCTION
Italy is a relevant case study for the analysis of the possible instrumentalization and culturalization of migrant women's rights in political discourses, for three main reasons.
Firstly, migration is a politicized issue, at least since the '90s (Sciortino and Colombo, 2004) . Migration flows regulation is a crucial topic in recent political campaigns and some political parties lever on anti-immigration agendas in constructing their political identity (Cousin and Vitale, 2006) . The radical populist Northern League particularly focuses on undocumented migration at the main issue in its political discourses (Biorcio, 1997 and Diamanti, 1996) . Thus, the defence of migrant women's rights is intertwined with the political discourse on migrants.
Secondly, the public discourse on migration has been widely studied in Italy (Binotto and Martino, 2005; Dal Lago, 1999; Calvanese, 2011; Corte, 2002) . However, much of this research deals especially with media racism, paying little attention to its impact (see Sciortino and Colombo, 2004) . This wide attention lead to the "Charter of Rome", a code of conduct for journalists in the media coverage of migrants, asylum seekers, refugees, and victims of trafficking, signed in 2008 by the National Council of the Journalists' Association and the Italian National Press Federation. 1 Third, the issue of women's rights (a well-established topic in the Italian political sphere, where the feminist movement has a long history -Lussana, 2012 ) has been recently revived in the public sphere by a number of events. In 2011 (February, 13 th ), a large demonstration was launched after the sex scandals involving Prime Minister Berlusconi. The demonstration, protesting against the discrimination of women in politics and the labour market, gathered an impressive amount of people and was widely covered by the media.
2 About the same time, a documentary and a book on the use of female body in the media gained a wide echo. 3 As a consequence, the political and public debates over the role of women in society gained animus.
In this political climate, the present contribution addresses the media representation of migrant women, by focusing specifically on their reproductive and sexual rights. -The sources are newspaper articles from the Italian daily and weekly press (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) . The analysis of media shows a systematic lack of attention to issues of concern to migrant women: feminine migration appears to be almost completely invisible. In the rare cases where they do become visible, migrant women are predominantly represented through cultural lenses, portrayed as 'the others'. As it will be shown, this 'otherization' is often related to a political instrumentalization of migrant women's rights, whose defence is turned into an argument against migration.
The next section gives a brief overview of female migration in Italy, while the third section addresses aims and methodology. The fourth section is devoted to the analysis of the results, while the last section discusses the outcomes of the research project.
MIGRANT WOMEN IN ITALY
The category of 'migrant' includes a large variety of situations: unskilled job-seekers as well as professional elites, UE as well non-UE citizens, single-migrants as well as families, seasonal workers as well as long-term residents, undocumented persons, and asylum seekers (see Bonizzoni, 2011) . Official data bases vary, depending on the classification criteria they adopt (Busso, 2007) . According to the public common-sense 'migrant' is often a synonym with 'foreigner', thus extending the displacement process much longer than the actual migration experience, which, instead of being an event, is turned into a status and a public identity (Bordignon and Diamanti, 2002) .
Until the late 80s, the regulation of immigration was based on temporary measures and occasional regularization programs (sort of 'amnesties' -see Triandafyllidou, 1999 for a historical reconstruction). Scholars agree that there often was a lack of a long-term institutional perspective: until the framework law of 1998, the laws on migration could be defined as 'emergency laws', without a scheme of policies to support migrants (Caponio, 2005; Kosic and Triandafyllidou, 2005; Ambrosini, 2001) . The framework law of 1998, reinforced by the 2002 migration law, introduced a mechanism that connected residence permits with job contracts -for economic migrants. The number of foreigners living in Italy started rising in the 70s, and it especially increased in the late 80s (Triandafyllidou, 1999) , when women began to assume the firstmigrant role. According to Tognetti Bordogna, women's migration in Italy includes three phases. During the first one, in the 70s, migrant women mostly came from Latin and Central America, the Philippines, Cape Verde, and Eritrea -mainly Catholic countries -, and middle-class families employed them as domestic workers. The second phase took place since the 80s: countries of origin differentiated and there was a decrease in jobsegregation. Nevertheless, women's migration remained an invisible process, for both scholars and the public sphere. In the 90s, migrant women became more visible, for different reasons, such as family reunification -that involved also non-working womenand sex trafficking (Tognetti Bordogna, 2004) . Nowadays, as Italian families become increasingly dependent of migrant women's work, they are mostly employed as caregivers in reproductive work. The increasing presence of migrant women -characterized by a high degree of internal differences in terms of migratory experience and legal status (Bonizzoni, 2011) -triggered an increasing interest from the media and, slowly, feminine migration began to be visible even in the press, modifying the predominant representation of migration as an essentially male process.
AIMS AND METHODOLOGY: MIGRANT WOMEN IN THE PUBLIC DISCOURSE
This contribution focuses on the representation of migrant women in the media. In the last decades, the public sphere underwent a process of "mediatization" (Mazzoleni and Schultz, 1999) : scholars consider contemporary societies to be "Democracies of the Public" (Manin, 1992 ; see also Rosanvallon, 2008) .
Therefore, the analysis of discourse in the mass media is crucial in order to understand how migrant women are constructed as a political subject in Italy, and how
their rights are open to political and/or xenophobic manipulation. A long and wellestablished tradition of studies explored the close interconnections between discourse and power (Foucault, 1975 ) from a number of perspectives, such as political and/or critical discourse analysis (Fairclough, 1989; Laclau and Mouffe, 1985; Van Dijk, 1997) , policy frame analysis, (Yanow, 1996) , and media frame analysis (Gamson, 1992) . In this perspective, the analysis of the representation of migrant women in the media includes the analysis of the narratives and frames they are located within in the public sphere.
The relationships between migration and media have been widely studied. Many scholars have focused on racism, stereotypization and/or criminalisation of migrants, and
Islamophobia (see, for instance, Said, 1997; Van Dijk, 1991) . Nevertheless, significantly less attention has been paid to the specific representations of migrant women (Campani, 2001; Nash, 2006; Navarro, 2010) . This has to do with the almost complete lack of media coverage (Van Dijk, 1991) .
In order to explore the Italian media narratives about migrant women I analysed 634
articles from Italian newspapers, published between June 2005 and July 2012. I chose 2005 as a starting point because the referendum over the regulation of medically assisted procreation, which took place on 12/13 June, has triggered the resurgence of public interest in reproductive rights, which constitute the focus of this project. I selected the articles dealing with migrant women and reproduction, and I codified them per topic (abortion, fertility, maternity, sexuality, other). Then, I used a text-driven coding scheme in order to identify the ways in which migrant women are connected to the topics taken into consideration (see table I to IV), and to explore the extent of women 'victimization' within the Italian press, as well as the role attributed to religion ( (Sciortino and Colombo, 2004) . The first phase (70s) describes two immigrant figures: the elite, rich foreigner and the foreign worker, destined to low skilled jobs and the focus of a slightly negative narrative about unfair labour market competition. The second phase took place in the 80s, and was related to the dramatic increase in the immigration flux. The discursive field changes: it is far less centred on the labour market and much more preoccupied with the impact of immigration. The "migration issue" undergoes a process of politicization (Balbo and Manconi, 1992; Maneri, 1998; Mansoubi, 1990) . Finally, in the 1990s the interest in this issues diminishes, and the term immigrant is acknowledged as part of the common language -indicating a political problem. In media coverage a strict relation is built between immigrants and crime, while references to the labour market virtually disappear (Cotesta and De Angelis, 1999; Dal Lago, 1999 , Maneri, 1998 Triandafyllidou, 1999) . In the 2000s, the press begins to include references to Islam-related migration. Recent studies focus on racism in the media, including Islamophobia, and underline the wide media coverage of crimes related to migrants. In general, scholars' analyses on media and migration in Italy focus on media racism, by analysing the press as well as television channels with both local and national audiences. In broad terms, one could say that Italian media sphere is characterized by a negative image of migrants. 7 Moreover, migrants in
Italy can be described as very absent from their own narratives, since they rarely have a voice (Sibhatu, 2004) .
Very few studies specifically focus on migrant women in the Italian press (Campani, 2001; Censis, 2002 
MIGRANT WOMEN IN THE ITALIAN PRESS
The research focuses on the media coverage of migrant women between 2005 and 2012. Table I shows the topics related to the images of migrant women, and focuses especially on reproductive rights.
As it can be seen, the articles in the sample mostly focus on fertility/abortion: migrant women are mentioned either for their fertility or for abortion rates. A large percentage is also related to sexuality: this category includes topics as prostitution, gender relationships, and related issues (forced marriages and 'Female genital mutilation'). Finally 15% of articles focus on migrant women and maternity and, more broadly, on the relationship between migrant mothers and their children (in Italy and abroad). The last category (various and mix) collects articles that mention migrant women in relation to other topics, 7 A brief bibliography on media and migration in Italy includes studies on the racism in the national media sphere Balbo and Manconi, 1992; Belluati, Grossi and Viglongo, 1995; Binotto and Martino, 2005; Calvanese, 2011; Campani, 2001; Censis, 2002; Corte, 2002; Cospe, 2003 and Cotesta and De Angelis, 1999; Dal Lago, 1999; Etnequal, 2003; Guadagnucci, 2010; Lunaria, 2011; Mai, 2002; Maneri, 1998; Mansoubi, 1990; Marletti, 1991; Medici senza frontiere, 2012; Naletto, 2009; Osservatorio di Pavia, 2001; Riccio, 2001; Sciortino and Colombo, 2004; Sibhatu, 2004; Triandafyllidou, 1999; Villa, 2008 . For analyses of the local media sphere see Bonerba and Mazzoni, 2013; Iris, 1991; Lippi and Tirotta, 2013; Lodigiani, 1996; Macciò, 2012; Riccio, 1997 . On photojournalism, see Gariglio, Pogliano, and Zanini, 2010 . In the last years, the on line media monitoring also increased. See, for instance, http://www.cronachediordinariorazzismo.org/; and http://www.mmc2000.net/.
such as their presence in the labour market. Three types of articles are mapped:
interviews with experts (doctors, sociologists, volunteers working with migrants) or with politicians; crime news; life stories. In what follows, I will present how migrant women are described in relation to the listed topics and the predominant narratives that emerge. Naturally, I pay attention to the differences in the media representation according to their political orientation.
FERTILITY AND ABORTION
Most articles mentioning migrant women focus on fertility and abortion (42%). Specifically, the media underline the strict correlation between migration and abortion (45% of entries on fertility/abortion), and, to a lower extent, between migration and fertility (18%).
In all newspapers, migrants' abortion rate is connected to the difficulties that come with migration, especially the economic conditions of migrants (18%): job insecurity and hard work conditions, low incomes, and the absence of a family support affect the possibility of having a child. The predominant narrative reads migrant women as characterized by a low socioeconomic status and, because of this reason, forced to interrupt pregnancies, to abandon or even murder their children.
A number of articles also highlight migrant women's emotional distress, in relation to abortion (8%): the experience of dislocation and loneliness in host countries are, in the words of some articles, overwhelming.
Thirdly, some voices in the media portray migrant women as 'victims of ignorance' (11%). Specifically, they allegedly ignore contraceptive practices. Thus, their high abortion rate is related to their failure to prevent unwanted pregnancies.
In the sample, 56 per cent do not use any kind of contraception for these reasons:
'The pill causes cancer' (Peru, in a relationship, without children). 'I thought that I used the pill so much that I have become sterile, so I stopped using it' (Peru, married, two children) 'My sister in law had the spiral, she got a bleeding. The article above reports the outcomes of a project analyzing the reasons migrant women abort, and it clearly shows how the press characterizes migrant women: abortion is the ultimate contraception practice, connected to migrant women's alleged ignorance or cultural refusal of birth-control practices.
Moreover, it is said that migrant women often resort to illegal abortion, either because illegal immigrants are afraid of being denounced or because they don't know the legal terms of abortion. Thus, migrant women' agency and individuality disappear (as it is well underlined in the international literature on this subject: see Phillips, 2007) . On the contrary, their behaviour is put in connection to their countries of origin.
'In fact, the choices of foreign women are strongly affected by cultural elements - Lonergan, 2012, for UK; see also Phillips, 2007) . When speaking of migrant women and abortion practices, partisan and religious newspapers also refer to a cultural frame, -with some significant differences.
In our case, the vast majority of foreign women master the methods of contraception: they do not use them either because of a lack of responsibility, or because of an 'elementary' forma mentis, so to speak -for example, the belief that if Therefore, migrant women seem, first of all, to be categorized as belonging to a disadvantaged class: thus, they suffer from demanding job conditions and they cannot afford contraception. Second, they are portrayed as ignorant, either for cultural reasons or because of a lack of education. Finally, migrant women are depicted as interrupting pregnancy only because of their difficult situation; under different circumstances, they would have several children. Nevertheless, there are some differences in reporting that we need to take into account: the argument from 'ignorance', for example, is more present in right-wing and non-partisan newspapers, while Catholic and leftist newspaper pay more attention to the material life conditions of migrant women. 
MATERNITY
Maternity and migrant women becomes a theme related to fertility: migrant women have the 'merit' of increasing the low Italian fertility rate (13% of entries on maternity).
Especially in religious newspapers (and, also, in non-partisan ones), this merit is connected to the supposedly different vision of maternity of migrant women (39%).
In the culture of her country, being a mother is the highest expression of being a woman. And her desire pushes her to risk anything to keep her child. With that child, the pride of being a woman, and an African woman, is reborn in her. Finally, migrant women are portrayed as mothers of children born in Italy. On the one hand, newspapers articles address the issue of the nationality of those children born to foreign parents. In Italy, second-generation children lose their residence right on turning 18 -at that moment, they can apply for citizenship, but they can be expelled in the meanwhile. This paradoxical situation, of children born and raised in Italy becoming foreigners on reaching adult agemakes the object of a fierce debate in the Italian political sphere.
On the other hand, more attention is paid to mother-children relationships when crime-events defined as 'cultural clashes' occur. Both partisan and non-partisan newspapers widely cover the stories of crimes related to clashes between first and second-generation migrants (cfr. infra).
Maternity is not a central issue in the Italian press concerning migrant women.
Nevertheless, it helps to show different elements of culturalization. Again, some differences emerge in the press sub-spheres. Of course, right-wing newspapers do not affirm the merit of migrant women referring to their high fertility rate. The issue of a different (better) perception of motherhood is largely diffused in Catholic newspapers, but almost absent in the leftist ones. The question of the nationality of second-generation migrants is a highly politicized issue, and is therefore dealt with mainly by partisan newspapers, as the percentages below show. 
SEXUALITY
Sexuality and sex relations are quite accounted for in my sample. A first sub-topic of migrant women's sexuality is related to the prostitution/sex-trafficking theme (11%).
Migrant women were often mentioned when dealing with sex trafficking or positive experiences of emancipation from prostitution, especially in the 90s (Campani, 2001; Dal Lago, 1999; Sciortino and Colombo, 2004) . Nevertheless, this topic seems to be less important in the media, and only Catholic newspapers pay some attention to it.
Secondly, there is a quite important focus on the 'cultural clash', concerning second- In this perspective, consistent with many scholars' observations, migrant women are culturally embedded. Moreover,they embody their culture because they are mothers:
theyare responsible for transmitting a sense of identity to their children (Lonergan, 2012) .
There are some differences, though, especially considering left-wing newspapers, where the distinction between Islam and patriarchy is usually underlined.
But patriarchy is not an inevitable timeless, a-historical event: it is a socio-symbolic structure that engages other social and cultural structures (including Islam) and whose fates depend on the relationships and conflicts between women, between women and men, and between men. In her investigation of the Pakistani women in The sexuality of migrant women also emerges as a radical otherness: migrant women appear to be sexualized (see Yegenoglu, 1998) . Sexually active migrant women are described as either victims of sex trafficking or being torn between their loyalty to family and tradition, on the one side, and the freedom of modernity, on the other side. 
VICTIMS AND ISLAM
Newspapers analysis shows, on the whole, a wide victimizing frame. Concerning reproductive rights, migrant women seem to be either driven by culture or at men's mercy.
Specifically, a connection between culture, tradition, and religion, especially Islam, emerges. Left-wing newspapers, for instance, wonder about the invisibility of migrant women for left-wing activists, especially considering women coming from Muslim countries. Again, the implicit assumption is the victimization of (Muslim) migrant women.
Thus, left wing newspapers articles underline the supposed tension between women rights (feminism) and minority (multiculturalism) -cfr. infra. Nevertheless there is no criticism towards Islam as the whole (0%). On the contrary, an effort to differentiate religion from patriarchy is obvious (19%) -as is the wide denunciation of migrant women's precarious situation (59%). While scholars underline that migrants' life conditions are less of a concern for the Italian press (Sciortino and Colombo, 2004) , they prove to be keythemes when reporting about migrant women. Religious newspapers also pay a great deal of attention to migrant women as victims. Even though there is virtually no complain against Islam (3%), a subtle suggestion of the necessity of teaching and guiding the 'others' unfolds:
A girl who lives and studies here acquires the self-esteem necessary to oppose, for there is a differentiation between 'Western women', driven by self-esteem, autonomy, and moral values, and 'non-Western women', whose behaviours are culturally driven (Phillips, 2007 ; see also Yegenoglu, 1998) .
IT'S CALLED Chrysalis Project, a title that says it all: to get out from the 'cocoon' the many immigrant women who come to Italy for family reunification, dependent on husbands and without their economic autonomy, and therefore more likely than the others (those, that is, who come here to work), to take refuge in the house and to [...] we are striving for a real integration in our country, that will never exist as long as you do not give up on these incivilities; until you put it into your head that women are citizens, and as such they have the same rights and the same dignity as men.
(Antonio Mazzocchi -PDL elected and president of Cristiano Riformisti, "Non c'è solo l'infamia del burqa, in Italia si pratica l'infibulazione", Libero, 10.10.2009).
For this reason, the extracts show a high degree of culturalization and a homogenizing attitude towards the culture (and religion) of the others.
In the Muslim culture a woman must obey her husband or father, if he decides that she must wear the veil, according to the Shariah, the wife or daughter cannot resist.
The Muslim woman is not allowed to have male friends. The woman cannot contradict her husband and father and cannot leave the home, nor can she work or study without his permission. She is forbidden to have sexual relations outside marriage and to frequent non-Muslim men. These precepts are so deeply ingrained in the Islamic culture that even the converted adapt to these rules. 
ITALIAN PRESS
This contribution analysed the representation of migrant women in the Italian press, with a special focus on reproductive rights.
First, it is worth noticing that, consistently with the literature on media and migrants, migrant women are rarely a topic of debate per se (see Campani, 2001; Navarro, 2010) . Second, the representation of migrant women has two main characters: it expresses a radical 'otherness' and a process of 'culturalization'.
Migrant women represent a radical otherness, internally homogeneous. This otherness constructs the Western sameness in a dialectical perspective, since the practice of identity construction 'constitutes not only the objects but also the subjects' (Yegenoglu, 1998: 22) . At the same time, an essentialized femininity is described as being a common character beyond women's differences.
Moreover, migrant women's otherness is charged with a cultural significance. An exaggeration of cultures' internal homogeneity, and a diffuse use of culture as an allencompassing explanation of migrant women's behaviours is apparent. Migrant women seem to be described, to a large extent, as incapacitated by their cultures and, as a consequence, as lacking in autonomy. Forced marriages, female circumcision, and veiling are all included in the category of cultural -coercive -choices. Thus, cultural differences appear to be loaded with moral significance.
By focusing on press sub-spheres some differences emerge, though. While the equation migrant women -victim is widespread, its understandings and specifications are more nuanced. The right-wing press promotes the defence of migrant women while targeting their cultures and religions. Thus, migrant women's emancipation and fair treatment imply the rejection of their culture. Migrant women issues, thus, constitute s a political lever against migration, and an argument against multiculturalism. The leftist press see the defence and the support of migrant women rights as requirements of multiculturalism and feminism. Therefore, even though migrant women are generally treated as victims, their emancipation deals with their conditions as 'migrants' and 'women'. More than Islam, it is the patriarchal culture that has to be fought, together with social and political discrimination against migrants. Finally, the Catholic press shows a charitable attitude towards migrant women and their difficulties. If characterizing a culture is itself a political act, the analysis of the Italian press also shows the political effects of the culturalization of migrant women.
